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SUMMARY & CURRICULUM

WEST VALLEY MIDDLE SCHOOL – GRADES 5 THROUGH 8
West Valley classes are designed to complement one another as students progress through the program.  
Below is an overview of the core curriculum and enrichment courses offered throughout the academic day.

LANGUAGE ARTS: Students will work on the important skills of writing, reading, and speaking through the 
study and practice of grammar, logic, research, works of literature, and a variety of communication styles– 
both written and verbal. Honors classes are offered beginning in the 6th grade. Placement is determined 
by teachers.

MATHEMATICS: Students will learn about, answer the questions to, and become confident in the concepts 
of logic, geometry, functions, algebra, statistics, probability, number theory, the order of operations, 
inequalities, ratios, and polynomials. Honors classes are offered beginning in the 6th grade. Placement is 
determined by teachers.

SCIENCE: Students will study three types of science throughout their middle school years: Earth Science, 
Life Science, and Physical Science. Throughout 5th-8th grade, students will participate in field trips and 
complete labs that assist them in comprehending the concepts outlined below. 
• Earth Science – Erosional forces, plate tectonics, earthquakes, volcanoes, oceans, the atmosphere 

and solar system
• Life Science – Cell processes, the structure of organisms, reproduction, heredity, and the human body 

(classification of vertebrate, invertebrates, ecology)
• Physical Science – States of matter, energy, the Periodic Table, chemical bonds and reactions, carbon 

chemistry, motion, simple machines, and electricity 

SOCIAL STUDIES: Students will learn the history of both their own country and those around the world by 
studying the importance of each of the following.

• Ancient History – Mesopotamia, Ancient Egypt, Ancient India, Ancient China, Ancient Israel, Ancient and 
Classical Greece, and the rise and fall of Ancient Rome

• World History – The Empire of Islam, Africa, China, Japan, feudal Europe, the Renaissance, Reformation, 
Scientific Revolution, and early American civilizations

• American History – The American Revolution, the Constitution, creation of the Party System, geographi-
cal regions, the Civil War, Reconstruction, Industrial Revolution, and pluralism

SPANISH: Students will learn basic communication skills in Spanish including parts of speech, how to have a 
simple conversation, and verb conjugations.

ART: Students will use a variety of media, including visual and performing arts, to complete projects 
imbedded into each subject area designed to enrich cross-curriculum learning.

PHYSICAL EDUCATION: Students will elaborate on movement skills and knowledge, sports skill acquisition, 
and social development and interaction in addition to health education and learning 
about the human body. 

TECHNOLOGY: Students will work with iPads, spread sheets, the Internet, and 
on-screen presentation packages through the use of computers and the tools 
used on the students’ iPads.

STUDY SKILLS: Students will learn study skills and techniques to help them 
succeed in middle and high school by utilizing a study skills curriculum                                          
to improve test taking and organization. 

You’ll find everything your child needs to succeed, 
inside the classroom and out, at West Valley Middle 
School. 

Our successful academic program has placed many 
students into the valley’s best high schools. With 
enrollment of roughly 150, we offer small classes 
while maintaining a sense of community. Much 
of our curriculum is designed to complement 
additional subjects. Mathematics focuses on algebra 
as early as sixth grade, integrating it into a 
conceptual program, which also ensures strong basic 
skills. Science introduces and develops students’ 
understanding of geology (earth science), biology 
(life science), and chemistry (physical science). 
The science program incorporates skills from both 
language arts and mathematics as students analyze 
experiment results to produce lab reports. In 
language arts and history, students learn to 
evaluate source material, read efficiently, and write 
clearly and fluidly, observing the rules of proper 
punctuation and grammar. West Valley includes 
technology in all subjects, including student-de-
signed multimedia presentations.

Beyond the classroom, students at West Valley 
Middle School are expected to take an active role 
in their school. A student council and several 
student-operated clubs will be formed, so students 
can assist in developing programs that meet their 
needs. Responsibility is a key concept used to 
encourage independence and skill education. To 
meet your child’s needs for social development, our 
middle school program also offers extended day 
activities such as study hall, group projects and 
games, and an after-school sports and award- 
winning dance program are available on-site.
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