
Meet our WVMS 2017-2018 Academic Teaching Staff… 

 

Mr. Mikles, 7th and 8th Science (Room 2) 

Mr. Mikles has been teaching Science at WVMS since 2012. He has a BS degree in 

Biology from the University of Santa Cruz, Masters in Education from Bethany/Simpson 

University and holds his single subject teaching credential in Biology and General 

Science. He is deeply devoted to activity-based learning and stresses the importance of 

critical thinking skills. Real world application is always his focus and the students are 

pushed to bigger and better things, where their learning goes beyond expectation and 

becomes exceptional.   

 

Mrs. Keefe, Algebra 2, Geometry, Algebra 1 (Room 3) 

Mrs. Keefe is looking forward to the start of the school year. Mrs. Keefe has been 

teaching middle school math for the past 7 years. She has her Masters’ in Biochemistry 

and hold both a Single Subject Credential for math and a Multiple Subject Teaching 

Credential. Her goal in teaching is to inspire students to have joy in learning 

mathematics through inquiry-based and collaborative learning. 

 

Mrs. Schimpke, 7th & 8th Social Studies (Room 4) 

Mrs. Schimpke is excited about another year teaching at WVMS.  She has been teaching 

since 2016 and has a passion for integrating literacy into her classroom. She has a 

Masters in Education and holds a Multiple Subject Teaching Credential. In her spare 

time, she enjoys spending time with her husband and young son, and is working on 

publishing her family cookbook. 

 

Ms. Bryan, 6th, 7th, & 8th Honors Language Arts (Room 5) 

Ms. Bryan is excited to return for a second year at year at WVMS. In addition to her 

time at WVMS she brings 5 years of experience from working at Valley Christian High 

School in the Language Arts department. Ms. Bryan holds a multiple subject credential 

and single subject credential in English. 

 

 

 

 



Mrs. Bianchi, 5th-8th Spanish (Room 6) 

Mrs. Bianchi returns to WVMS for another great year in Spanish. She received her BA 

from Cal Poly and her Master of Arts in Teaching from the University of San Francisco. 

She is passionate about the Spanish language and enjoys passing that knowledge to our 

students. Her classroom is full of opportunities to hear, speak, and learn Spanish in a fun 

and project based environment. Mrs. Bianchi loves to travel and enjoys spending time 

with her husband and three children. 

 

Mrs. Pai, 5th and 6th Science (Room 7) 

Mrs. Pai is excited to start at WVMS this year. She will be teaching our 5th/6th grade 

Science classes as well as a Coding elective. Mrs. Pai brings 4 years of teaching 

experience both the middle school and college level. She loves to travel and enjoys 

spending time with her family. 

 

Mr. Cembellin, 5th-8th Grade Language Arts (Room 8) 

Mr. Cembellin will be starting his first year at WVMS. He brings experience from 

teaching at the collegiate level and working as a columnist and editor for the online 

sports company, Bleacher Report. He received his Masters’ in Creative Writing and a 

Bachelor’s in English. 

 

Mrs. Sanford, 5th and 6th Grade Social Studies (Room 9) 

Mrs. Sanford takes pride in working with each student to assist them in accomplishing 

something new each day and reaching their full potential. Her devotion to teaching 

contributes to her students successes. She has a BA in Liberal Arts and has a Multiple 

Subject Teaching Credential from SJSU. We have been fortunate to have Mrs. Sanford 

at ADPP and West Valley for over 26 years! 

 

Mrs. Tadena, 5th and 6th Grade Math, Pre-Algebra (Room 10) 

Mrs. Tadena is excited to join the faculty at West Valley Middle School. She has been 

teaching for seven years.  Her degree is in Cognitive Science and Education from Cal 

Berkeley, and additionally holds her Multiple Subject Teaching Credential from SJSU.  

She is looking forward to meeting your children very soon! 

 

 



Mrs. Scripps, Student Support/Life Skills (Media Center) 

Mrs. Scripps is coming to WVMS from St. Clare School where she served as the 

Athletic Director as well as working as a director of youth development camps. 

Additionally, she has earned her B.A. in Psychology and has multiple years of coaching 

experience. 

 

Mr. Jeremy LeBaron, Teacher Aide, 7th Grade PE, Electives 

Mr. Jeremy will be starting his third year here with us at WVMS. Jeremy graduated 

from San Jose State University with his bachelor's degree in Child and Adolescent 

Development with a preparation for teaching multiple subjects. He is excited to be 

teaching PE and electives such as Lego Robotics and Creative Motion Animation. In his 

free time, Mr. Jeremy enjoys playing sports, camping and watching movies. He is looking 

forward to the beginning of the year to see all the new and familiar faces.  


